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One year on from its establishment, the Wessex Rural and Farming Network (WRFN) has
joined forces with leading national planning and housing charity the TCPA and Wiltshire
Council to take stock of the challenges and opportunities facing rural communities and
businesses across Southern England.
After three years of planning and housing reform – through the Localism Act, the National
Planning Policy Framework, and the Growth and Infrastructure Act, alongside planning
deregulation and new incentives for growth – this seminar will debate whether current policies
delivering for a living and working countryside in Wessex.
The seminar will explore the progress and application of rural policies and support
programmes as the reforms move from debate to reality. It will be a key opportunity to discuss
and debate whether the measures are working, not just for the economy, but also in the
delivery of well-planned, truly sustainable homes in healthy, vibrant and inclusive
communities.
Speakers will be drawn from national experts in housing, planning and rural issues, as well as
those with a particular interest in and knowledge of issues facing the South of England.
However, the seminar is just as much an opportunity to engage with businesses, professionals
and communities in Wessex and get delegate feedback on the challenges facing them.
As well as establishing the current political, policy, economic, social and environmental factors
shaping Wessex’s future, this seminar will also seek to create constructive recommendations
about how every community can reach its full potential.

CPD
Attendance at this event will count as 4 hours towards your Continuing Professional
Development.
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Programme
Speakers subject to confirmation
09.30

Registration and coffee

10.00

Welcome and introduction from the Chair
Mike Ridout, Chairman, Wessex Rural Farming Network

10.10

Key rural policies – overview
Trevor Cherrett, Rural policy consultant

10.30

The big picture: updates on the policy landscape
Speakers:
● Planning: Dr Hugh Ellis, Chief Planner, TCPA
● Housing: Jo Lavis, Rural housing consultant
● Economy: Tim Martienssen, Head of Economy & Regeneration, Wiltshire Council

11.00

Questions and discussion

11.30

Coffee

11.45

Transforming policy into real examples on the ground locally and across Wessex
Speakers:
● Local plans and community/neighbourhood planning: Jeff Bishop, Independent
consultant, and Belinda Fowler, Wiltshire Community Action
● Social enterprise: Jo Rose, North Dorset District Council
● Rural business perspective: Martin Bazeley, Barn Store Franchisor and business
owner and Tara Scougall, Barn Store Franchisee and business owner

12.30

Questions and discussion

13.00

Lunch

13.45

Update from the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
John Coleman, Head of Programme Management Office, Rural Communities
Policy Unit, Defra
Followed by questions and discussion

14.15

One year on – update on the Wessex Rural Farming Network
Mike Ridout, Chairman, Wessex Rural Farming Network

14.30

Feedback from delegates on housing, planning and economy priorities for the
Wessex Rural Farming Network

15.00

Closing remarks from the Chair

15:10

Seminar closes
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booking form
Please complete the form below – or book online, at

http://www.tcpa.org.uk/events.php
Payment details:
I enclose a cheque for £ __________ payable to Town
& Country Planning Association, or
Please take payment of £ __________ from my
credit /debit card (note, Amex is not accepted):
Mastercard
Visa
Card no.: _______________________________________
Expiry date: ____________________________________
Security no. (last 3 digits on back of card): __________
Cardholder’s details if different from delegate details:
Name: _______________________________________
Organisation: _________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
_______________________ Postcode: ____________
Email: _______________________________________
Please send receipt for payment:
by email
by post

Please return to: Fiona Mannion, TCPA,
17 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AS
Email: Fiona.Mannion@tcpa.org.uk
Fax: +44 (0)20 7930 3280
Confirmation of your booking, a map and directions
will be provided on receipt of the booking form.
Please complete a separate form for each delegate.
Delegate details:
Name: _________________________________________
Job Title: _______________________________________
Organisation: ___________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
____________________________ Postcode: __________
Telephone: _____________________________________
Email: __________________________________________
If the delegate has any specific dietary or access
requirements, please give details:
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

or
Invoice details:
Please address invoice to:
Name: _________________________________________
Job title: _______________________________________
Organisation: ___________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
_________________________ Postcode: _____________
Telephone: _____________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
Should you require the invoice to show a PO number,
please obtain that number before submitting your
booking form. PO number: _______________________

CPD
Attending this seminar counts for 4 hours towards your
Continuing Professional Development. Please tick this
box if you require a CPD certificate
Fees:
£41.67 plus VAT = £50

Terms and conditions:
The TCPA reserves the right to charge in the event
of cancellation, depending on the notice given:
5 working days or fewer – 100%; 6-15 working days
– 50%; 16-20 working days – 25%; 21 working days
or more – 10%. Substitutions can be made at any
time. Please confirm cancellations in writing. I have
read and agree to abide by the terms and conditions:
Signed: _____________________ Date: _____________

The details you provide will be held on the TCPA database. The TCPA will not share these details with any third party.
The TCPA is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England No.146309. Registered Charity No. 214348
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